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　 Five years ago, I restarted my graduate studies at Nanzan University with a 
focus on racism in the U.S.  I ended up writing about a public housing 
revitalization program called “HOPE VI” for my master’s thesis, and housing 
segregation in northern U.S. cities for my doctor’s dissertation.1  My academic 
adviser, Professor Kawashima, sometimes warned me that I should be aware of 
my particular position, which is how odd it might sound to American people that a 
Japanese person would visit the U.S. to research racism.  I found this to be very 
true when I visited Chicago and Milwaukee for my research last year.  I called and 
emailed as many places as I could for interview, but I couldn’t get a positive reply 
from many of them although I did meet some other ambitious people and 
interviewed them in the end.
　 I feel like I couldn’t explain enough then to make myself clear why I was 
working on the topic of American racism in these meetings.  Here I’d like to try to 
explain why I find American studies, including American racism, more important 
and necessary now for Japanese society.
　 I’ve been working for a non-profit organization, called the Toyota International 
Association, TIA for short, where we promote international understanding and 
diversity within the city of Toyota.2  I’ve been working there for 13 years since I 
came back from the U.S.  As most people know, Toyota City is the hometown of 
 * Ph.D. in Area Studies. Toyota International Association. The article is a revised version of 
the paper presented at the Symposium for the 40th Anniversary of the Center for American 
Studies, Nanzan University entitled “American Studies in Japan: Its History, Present Situation, 
and Future Course,” held at Nanzan University on July 2, 2016. I would like to express my 
deep appreciation for the useful comments from Professor Maekawa Reiko, Professor Thomas 
J. Sugrue, and the symposium participants. My appreciation also goes to Professor Kawashima 
Masaki and Ms. Sato Yukiyo for their invitation and assistance.
 1.  Tsukamoto Emi, “Was HOPE VI a Success to De-concentrate Poverty and Resolve 
Racial Segregation?: The U.S. Challenge to Renovate Social Structure by Revitalizing 
Communities and Public Housing” (MA thesis, Nanzan University, 2013); Tsukamoto Emi, 
“Racial Segregation in the Residential Neighborhood in the Northern Cities in the United 
States: Milwaukee, New York, Chicago, and Detroit” (Ph.D. diss., Nanzan University, 2016). 
 2. Toyota International Association, “About TIA,”  http://www.tia.toyota.aichi.jp/
english/08.html (accessed July 1, 2016).
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the Toyota Motor Corporation and many of their suppliers, which have increased 
the foreign population dramatically since 1990.  The city has roughly a 3％ 
foreign population of about 420,000 residents, which is about 14,000 foreign 
residents.3  This number isn’t so big compared to many cities in the U.S. but this 
is quite a lot for many cities in Japan.
　 We have been working on projects at TIA for the citizens to live peacefully 
within the community with people who have different backgrounds, customs and 
cultures.  We had very difficult times in Toyota City right after the immigration 
law was revised in 1990 and many Brazilians came to the city as blue-color 
workers.4  The Japanese government didn’t and still doesn’t intend to receive 
immigrants but only allowed them as guest workers.  The government had the gate 
wide open to these Brazilian guest workers, whose ancestors are often Japanese 
who immigrated to Brazil in the early 20th century.  The Brazilian guest workers 
are related to Japanese but they lived in Brazil long enough to become totally and 
culturally Brazilian.  Many of them look Japanese but came to Japan for the first 
time in their lives and speak only Portuguese.  They don’t share customs and 
culture with Japanese overall.
　 Toyota City has a more diverse foreign population and there are increasingly 
diverse foreign residents in different neighborhoods within the city.  Brazilian 
people have the biggest percentage but there are about 70 different home countries 
among that foreign population.5  There is a certain area in Toyota City where the 
majority of the residents are non-Japanese and many of them are Brazilian.  The 
neighborhood includes public housing for low-income families and doesn’t look 
like an attractive place to live.  The neighborhood is more segregated than it looks. 
There was a riot and fights within the neighborhood around the turn of the 21st 
century and there were some serious social issues beyond just how it looks, such 
as drug use, property crime, and school dropout.
　 So Toyota City, TIA, and smaller non-profit organizations worked toward 
solving problems and improving this community.  We have support programs at 
school for foreign kids and provide a translator at TIA.  Things look much better 
now but the community is still not really united.  It is a silent divide and looks as 
if we are united, so the situation might be even worse now because many people 
are not aware of it.  You wouldn’t even recognize there is a problem unless you 
lived there.  Many local people don’t even see one.  This situation has been 
overlooked and no one has presented the situation properly.  The community is 
segregated but I can’t explain it enough to the majority of the citizens in Toyota 
because the issues have been ignored too long and have become a hidden problem. 
 3. Toyota City, April 1, 2016.
 4. Kondo Atsushi, “Development of Immigration Policy in Japan,”  Asia and Pacific 
Migration Journal 11, no. 4 (2002): 415 ― 436.
 5. Toyota City, April 1, 2016.
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This is why the city itself can’t intervene with the community.  I probably 
wouldn’t and couldn’t understand this if I didn’t study about housing segregation 
in the U.S.
　 The housing segregation in the U.S. is a totally different example and doesn’t 
really compare to the case in Toyota City.  However, I found some similar 
components between them.  Segregation reflects social issues such as racism and 
disparities.  Toyota City faced a difficult situation right after the great economic 
recession started in the fall of 2008.  Many Brazilian guest workers lost their jobs 
and a place to live.  The problems they had in the community got worse and 
became more obvious.  There was a protest and crowds asking for more help from 
the Japanese government and the public.  The scale wasn’t so big comparing it to 
the protest walk led by American activists such as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. or 
Father James Edmund Groppi6 asking for fair housing, but I joined a big crowd to 
walk around Sakae in Nagoya City with hundreds of Brazilian people who 
gathered from many different places to appeal to the public and show that there is 
a problem.  It was a peaceful walk but there was an obvious tension as well.  In 
the U.S., African Americans fought for justice and equality and eventually 
achieved the establishment of the fair housing law in 1968.  We couldn’t change 
as much as Dr. King did, but I find a similar kind of turmoil in the stress of many 
Brazilian guest workers who have been frustrated for years and reached a breaking 
point when they lost their jobs.  Again, the scale of the issues, protests, 
achievements, and factors that caused the problem are not comparative but we 
both live in a society where we see the racism, disparities or unfairness in our 
social establishment.
　 Globalization brings wealth and convenience and is supposed to make the 
world more united, but it often seems to bring more disparities, misunderstanding, 
hatred, and nationalism.  These negative consequences seem to be happening 
more among developed countries such as the U.S. and U.K.  As a matter of fact, 
according to a recent poll conducted by GlobeScan among more than 20,000 
people worldwide between December 2015 and April 2016 shows that people are 
increasingly identifying themselves as global rather than national citizens.  The 
trend is particularly strong in emerging economies, where people see themselves 
as outward looking and internationally minded.  For example, 71％ of respondents 
in China and 67％ of respondents in India see themselves as global citizens. 
However, the trend in industrialized nations seems to be heading in the opposite 
direction.  Among richer nations, the concept of global citizenship appears to have 
taken a serious hit after the financial crash of 2008.  In Germany, for example, 
only 30％ of respondents see themselves as global citizens.7
 6. Father James Edmund Groppi (November 16, 1930 ― November 4, 1985) was a Roman 
Catholic priest and civil rights activist.
 7. GlobeScan, “Global Citizenship A Growing Sentiment Among Citizens Of Emerging 
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　 We in Japan have been talking about multiculturalism and co-existence, or 
Tabunka-kyosei in Japanese, more since 1995.8  We haven’t reached a favorable 
situation and possibly have been failing more and more as time goes on.  We 
might be in the process of establishing a hostile society toward foreign people.
　 Getting back to how important it is to do American studies in Japan, I think it’s 
becoming more important as globalization grows in Japan to avoid the negative 
consequences we witness in American society and to exchange ideas and help 
each other.  We might think that we know America enough because we have more 
American culture or products and more people are visiting each other, but there 
are more things we can learn beyond imported culture and products stripped off 
from American society.  We only have some American fragments in a Japanese 
context after all.  We are not sure how much we truly know about America. 
Learning about American society is as important as learning about our own 
society and becoming more important in the future as globalization spreads around 
the world.
　 In my work experience, I learned more about the problems in front of me by 
learning about things happening in remote cities in the U.S.  Obviously Japanese 
people, including me, don’t have much experience or wisdom when it comes to 
living together with foreign people.  On the other hand, the U.S. has a long history 
of receiving diverse immigrants, the forced or the voluntary, and the country has 
been accumulating experience and wisdom.  The U.S. has been leading other 
countries across the world and giving an example of democracy, freedom, 
equality, and fairness.  From that point of view itself, no one can deny the benefit 
of learning about American society and different cultures in Japan.
　 Working on American studies in Japan has the limitation of access to sources 
and other obstacles as a Japanese researcher, such as a language barrier and 
cultural barriers.  Also just living in the U.S. doesn’t give us all the answers either. 
I was living in New York as a student for 5 years and I moved around within the 
state but New York is still mysterious to me.  Questioning and learning help us to 
understand more and I think it is very important that we keep learning about each 
other as different cultures arrive or globalization moves onward.  It is important to 
understand what is going on in the world and also important to consider that all 
things are connected because all incidents and events reflect humanity and the 
consequences of decisions made in the past.
　 As a Japanese person, who learned about American racism and the history of it, 
Economies: Global Poll,” http://www.globescan.com/news-and-analysis/press-releases/press-
releases-2016/383-global-citizenship-a-growing-sentiment-among-citizens-of-emerging-
economies-global-poll.html (accessed July 1, 2016).
 8. Yamawaki Keizo, “Tabunka kyosei shakai no keisei ni mukete,” 多文化共生社会の形
成に向けて ”, ［Toward the Formation of a Multicultural Society］,  Migration Policy Review 1 
(2009): 32, http://iminseisaku.org/top/pdf/journal/001/001_030.pdf (accessed July 1, 2016).
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I found it difficult to explain the single issue of racial conflict in the U.S. to a 
Japanese general audience.  For example, I wrote about housing segregation in the 
northern cities of the U.S. for my dissertation, but I spent a lot of time clarifying 
myself and explaining about “segregation”, which is usually used in relation to 
isolating someone who has a contagious disease in Japan.
　 In the U.S., according to the website US Legal.com, “housing segregation 
refers to the discriminatory treatment practiced on African American or other 
minority groups.  It is the practice of denying equal access to housing or available 
units through the process of misinformation, denial of real estate or financing 
services, and racial steering.  Housing segregation thereby does not give the 
African Americans the right to choose where they are able to live.”9
　 I’m not here to advocate foreign residents in Japan today, but I can at least say 
Japanese society isn’t perfect for foreign residents’ access to housing or available 
units.  Japan doesn’t have a specific law like the fair housing law in the U.S. to 
restrict discrimination against minorities.  Of course in the U.S. as well, the 
housing law doesn’t solve every problem.  In fact, American activists and 
academics say segregation still exists, despite the fact that there is the fair housing 
law.10
　 So going back to my point that the single word “segregation” has a different 
meaning in a different context between Japan and the U.S. and that makes a lot of 
difficulty but it is interesting and beneficial to study.  Because at least for me, 
learning about de facto segregation in the northern cities in the U.S. made me 
realize we are inclined to keep a status quo to protect our own benefits and 
interests, and segregate people who are not a part of our own group.  We often try 
to keep traditions, right or wrong, and toss around responsibility to secure our own 
interests.
　 Our values have been built up in a way as to develop the country through 
industrialization and globalization.  I’ve already talked about it, but globalization 
accompanies negative aspects such as disparities that bring unhappiness. 
Globalization made the world closer in terms of economy and people working in 
foreign countries as well as traveling around the world.  We have to catch up with 
the reality of living in a global society and change our attitudes towards something 
different or something new.  We might have to admit, the more things change, the  
 9. US Legal, Inc, “Housing Segregation Law & Legal Definition,” http://definitions.
uslegal.com/h/housing-segregation/ (accessed July 1, 2016).
 10. Douglas S. Massey and Nancy A. Denton,  American Apartheid: Segregation and the 
Making of the Underclass (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1993); Thomas J. Sugrue, 
 The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit (Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 1998); Michael Allen, “The Fair Housing Act: An Essential Civil Rights Law 
in the Affordable Housing Toolbox,” in Jaimie Ross, ed.,  The NIMBY Report: Using Civil 
Rights Laws to Advance Affordable Housing (Washington, D.C.: National Low Income 
Housing Coalition, 2002).
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more we try to stay the same.  Staying the same makes us feel safer because if we 
took a leap toward change and did something different, it might bring unfamiliar 
troubles and it could be negative.  However, I believe fear doesn’t bring anything 
constructive, but hope, good will, and positive thoughts bring a better future.
　 There are more things we don’t know than we admit.  It’s sometimes difficult 
to admit it but we grow by being open to different perspectives.  Being open to 
something unfamiliar is difficult but worth doing, not only for ourselves but also 
for the people around us, like family or coworkers.  I like to be open to new things 
and strive to find a better way to solve a problem if there is a problem instead of 
ignoring or pretending there isn’t one.
　 This is probably the best way to describe my mind after studying at Nanzan 
University over the last five years.  And this is why American studies are so 
important for our society.
